***PRESS RELEASE***

Shipyard De Hoop lifts 500-ton SBBA onto the Smit Anambas
In the first half of 2011, Shipyard De Hoop was approached by Global Marine Systems (formerly known as Cable and Wireless). The company wanted to convert the Smit Anambas, a chartered semi-submersible offshore transport barge (115m x 31.6m), into a cable lay pontoon. For a cable lay operation in the North Sea, it needed to accommodate a crew of 60. However, the Smit Anambas did not have suitable accommodation for so many people. Shipyard De Hoop was therefore requested to design and build a fully self-supporting 4-level accommodation unit.

Single Block Barge Accommodation
The contract for a Single Block Barge Accommodation (SBBA), as companies call this type of large independent units, was signed at the beginning of July 2011 and was delivered on 13 January 2012 – a very short throughput time, as it also included the full engineering of the unit. The SBBA has its own generators for electric power, and its own water makers and sewage treatment units. Everything is designed in such a way that wherever the SBBA is situated, it can always be fully operational.

SBBA lifted onto Smit Anambas
The assembled SBBA was transported from De Hoop’s Lobith yard to their quay in Rotterdam. There, it was lifted onto the Smit Anambas in cooperation with the Dutch lifting company Mammoet, which needed to bring in two lifting vessels to be able to perform this huge lifting operation. De Hoop also did the hook-up and commissioning of the SBBA. This included the placement of various platforms and two rescue boats with davits. All equipment, including cranes, a large plough, swing arm, tensioner, and the 3000-ton cable carousel will be installed in the United Kingdom. 

Global Marine Systems
Global Marine Systems has been in business for over 150 years and is the largest independent provider of submarine cable installation, maintenance and related engineering services worldwide. The majority of Global Marine Systems projects concern the development of wind farms around the UK. The company has their headquarters in Chelmsford (Essex), employs more than 150 people and owns a fleet of 11 vessels. 

Shipyard De Hoop
Shipyard De Hoop is a Dutch designer and builder of custom-built vessels. These include both sea-going vessels and those for inland waterways. Designing and building a completely new ship calls for an innovative and creative approach – and a good nose for the latest developments and possibilities. This is what sets De Hoop apart from the competition. Shipyard De Hoop’s order book is well-filled, and the company has grown substantially in recent years. De Hoop operates from two yards: De Hoop Lobith in the east of the Netherlands (10.5 hectares and 130 staff) and De Hoop Foxhol in the north of the country (2.5 hectares and 65 staff). The Lobith yard has two slipways, the largest of which measures 200m x 60m. De Hoop has its own engineering department as well as in-house expertise in all the disciplines required to build a complete vessel. This means that De Hoop is able to offer rapid delivery and a high degree of flexibility and quality.

Shipyard De Hoop, ship designers & builders since 1889
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